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Megatrends by 2050 and their impacts

Demographic shift

Africa’s population will double, 
while Europe’s population will shrink.

The average age in Japan will be 53, 
where as in Nigeria it will be 23.

21% of the entire global population
aged 60 years or more.

By 2030, the middle class 
reach 4.9 billion people.

• Increase >60% to feed 9.8 million people
• Elderly - Healthier, functional foods, served in small portions
• Middle class – wider variety of meat, dairy, health-conscious 

and other high quality food products
• Millennials – drive changes in consumer preferences

towards sustainable and ethical products.
• Food production will increase by 70%

Food Demand

Source: Global megatrends and impacts on the food value chain (by PWC)



Megatrends by 2050 and their impacts

Urbanization

Rural-urban migration

6.3 billion people or 66% of 
population living in urban areas

Labor challenges for agriculture

• Labor shortages and a lack of skilled labor in agricultural sector
• Supply chains management, managing food waste 

and increased need for cool chains
• Urban food production (e.g. gardens and vertical farming)
• Changing life-style

Food Production System and New Technology

Source: Global megatrends and impacts on the food value chain (by PWC)



Megatrends by 2050 and their impacts

• Increased demand for food as well as growing 
international trade and local production

• Trade regulations and legislations will pressure 
to improve food security and food quality standards

Trade and BusinessShift of Economic Power
GDP of E7 countries will be 2 times 
that of G7 countries.

7 of the 10 countries with the 
highest GDP are in Asia

Members of E7 will be among 
the 12 world’s largest economies

Source: Global megatrends and impacts on the food value chain (by PWC)



Megatrends by 2050 and their impacts

• Alternative production models which 
delivering value with less resources

• The use of renewable sources of energy
• The demand for sustainable food
• Efficient use of resources

Circular and Sharing EconomyResource Scarcity and Climate Change

Demand for water and energy – By 2030, Global population 
will require 50% more energy and 35% more food

Increase in temperature - Average temperatures are likely 
to increase by over 2°C over the 21st century.

Source: Global megatrends and impacts on the food value chain (by PWC)



Megatrends by 2050 and their impacts

• New technologies to improve yields
• Blockchain technology to increase transparency 

along food value chains
• Convergence of technologies will mean new 

players will enter the agricultural sector.

Internet for Food (IOF)Technological Breakthroughs

Technology will be a key enabler of 
increased production and efficiency

Information flow, powerful technologies, 
shifts in established business model.

Source: Global megatrends and impacts on the food value chain (by PWC)



Opportunities arising for the agribusiness sector

Source: Global megatrends and impacts on the food value chain (by PWC)



Trends for Food Products
Source : Shikhar Aggrawal,  Frost & Sullivan



Key Trends will define a new consumer 
expectation and innovation



Key food innovations 
being talked about



Future Roadmap—Future Focus Areas
Convenience and wellness will continue to be the two main Mega Trends that will drive sales and innovation



Nutraceuticals initially focused on condition nutrition but have increasingly
moved towards demographic nutrition over the last 5 years



Going Natural: key area of focus



Increasing focus on natural



Key drivers for protein : Growing interest in alternative protein



Protein Source Trends—Focus on Insect Protein



Innovations creating new product categories



Most common ingredients



Digital Disruption Continuing to Transform How We Eat



Emerging Technological Applications to Enhance Food Safety
Within next 3-5 years, these technology will be the most impactful in ensuring and enable food safety 



MINDFUL
CONSUMER

BALANCED
CONSUMER

ADVENTUROUS
CONSUMER

CONNECTED
CONSUMER

REVOLUTIONARY
CONSUMER

Avid social media user 
and look out for the 
latest food trends

Aware of what’s 
in their food and 
prefer less sweet 
products and 
plant-based dishes

Seek new culinary 
experiences (e.g. 
flavor pairing, 
unusual sensory) 
and focus on 
authenticity

Always on the go and 
loves to try new things 
and want rarer, more 
premium treats

Want to know much 
more about where their 
food comes from, and 
desire for local, home-
grown and sustainable 
choices

2020 Global Trends
https://uk.synergytaste.com/blog/2020-consumer-trends-future-food-drink

https://uk.synergytaste.com/blog/2020-consumer-trends-future-food-drink

